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MARCH 29, 2024 
 

7 PM GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE 
QUIET SERVICE OF DARKNESS 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit, + be with you all.  

And also with you. 
 

Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 

was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death 

on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever 

and ever. Amen.  

 

HYMN             “What Wondrous Love”        American Folk song public domain 
 

What wondrous love is this,  

O my soul, O my soul!  

What wondrous love is this, O my soul!  

What wondrous love is this  

that caused the Lord of bliss  

To bear the dreadful curse  

for my soul, for my soul,  

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 
 

When I was sinking down,  

sinking down, sinking down,  

When I was sinking down, sinking down,  

When I was sinking down  

beneath God’s righteous frown,  

Christ laid aside His crown  

for my soul, for my soul,  

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 
 

 

 

 

 



The Passion of Our Lord, according to John’ Gospel 

Responses are from Psalm 22 
 

First Reading: John 18:1-12 (Jesus is betrayed in Gethsemane and arrested) 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron 

valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now 

Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his 

disciples.  So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief 

priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and 

weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked 

them, “Whom are you looking for?” They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I 

am he.”  Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I 

am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground. Again, he asked them, “Whom are you 

looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. 

So if you are looking for me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that he had 

spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.”  Then Simon Peter, 

who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The 

slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am 

I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?”  So the soldiers, their officer, and 

the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM   “O Dearest Jesus” LSB# 439 LSB hymn license # 000010240 
 

Solo:   O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken 

That such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken? 

Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession; What dark 

transgression? 
 

SA:   They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee; 

With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee; 

They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee; They crucify Thee. 
 

SAT:   Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish? 

It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish; 

Yea, all the wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit, This I do merit. 
 

SATB:  What punishment so strange is suffered yonder! 

The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander; 

The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him, Who would not know Him 
 

SATB:  The sinless Son of God must die in sadness; 

The sinful child of man may live in gladness 

Man forfeited his life and is acquitted; God is committed 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2018.1-12


Congregation joins:   

O Mighty King no time can dim Thy glory! 

How shall I spread abroad Thy wondrous story? 

How shall I find some worthy gifts to proffer? What dare I offer? 
 

Congregation joins :  

And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven 

To me the crown of joy at last is given, 

Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee, I, too, shall praise 

Thee. 
 

Response 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why so far from saving me, so far from 

the words of my groaning? 

My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer; by night, but I find no rest. 

Yet you are the Holy One, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 

Our ancestors put their trust in you, they trusted, and you rescued them. 

They cried out to you and were delivered;  

they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 
 

HYMN –    “Go To Dark Gethsemane” J. Montgomery, public domain 

Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter’s pow’r  

Your Redeemer’s conflict see -- watch with Him one bitter hour  

Turn not from His griefs away, learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
 

Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of life arraigned  

Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs His soul sustained!  

Shun not suff’ring, shame or loss, learn from Him to bear the cross. 

 

+ The first candle is extinguished + 
 

Second Reading: John 18:13-24 (Jesus is brought to trial and questioned) 

First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that 

year.  Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one 

person die for the people. Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that 

disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high 

priest, but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known 

to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought 

Peter in.  The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” 

He said, “I am not.” Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2018.13-24


was cold, and they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was 

standing with them and warming himself. Then the high priest questioned Jesus about 

his disciples and about his teaching.  Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; 

I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. 

I have said nothing in secret.  Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to 

them; they know what I said.” When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby 

struck Jesus on the face, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?”  Jesus 

answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, 

why do you strike me?” Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 

Response 

But as for me, I am a worm and not human, scorned by all and despised by the people. 

All who see me laugh me to scorn; they curl their lips; they shake their 

heads. 

“Trust in the LORD; let the LORD deliver; let God rescue him if God so delights in him.” 

Yet you are the one who drew me forth from the womb, and kept me safe 

 on my mother’s breast. 

I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; 

 you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb. 
 

HYMN:     “O Sacred Head”  (Congregation & Choir)  

O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, Thine only crown. 

O sacred head what glory, What bliss till now was Thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call Thee mine. 
 

What Thou my Lord has suffered was all for sinners’ gain; 

Mine, mine was the transgression, but Thine the deadly pain. 

Lo, here I fall my Saviour! ‘Tis I deserve Thy place; 

Look on me with Thy favour And grant to me Thy grace. 
 

What language shall I borrow to thank Thee, dearest Friend, 

For this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end? 

O make me Thine forever! And should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never never, Out-live my love for Thee 
 

Be Thou my consolation, My shield, when I must die; 

Remind me of Thy passion When my last hour draws nigh. 

Mine eyes shall then behold Thee, Upon Thy cross shall dwell, 

My heart by faith enfold Thee. Who dieth thus, dies well. 
 

LSB# 449 LSB hymn license # 000010240 



+ The second candle is extinguished + 
 

Third Reading: John 18:25-40 (Peter denies Jesus; Jesus is questioned in Pilate’s court) 

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not 

also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.”  One of the slaves 

 of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not 

see you in the garden with him?” Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock 

crowed. 2Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters.  It was early in the 

morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual 

defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, “What 

accusation do you bring against this man?”  They answered, “If this man were not a 

criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” Pilate said to them, “Take him 

yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not 

permitted to put anyone to death.”  (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he 

indicated the kind of death he was to die.)  Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, 

summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do 

you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a 

Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have 

you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were 

from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to 

the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 

the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 

voice.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went out to the Jews 

again and told them, “I find no case against him. But you have a custom that I release 

someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the 

Jews?” They shouted in reply, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit. 
 

Response 

Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is no one to help. 

Many young bulls encircle me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me. 

They open wide their jaws at me, like a slashing and roaring lion. 

I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint; my heart within my 

breast is melting wax. 

My strength is dried up like a potsherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; and 

you have laid me in the dust of death. 

Packs of dogs close me in, a band of evildoers circles round me;  

they pierce my hands and my feet. 

I can count all my bones while they stare at me and gloat. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2018.25-40


HYMN     Were You There?”    African American Spiritual  

Were you there when they crucified my Lord 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord 

Oh---- sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble,  

Were you there when they crucified my Lord 
 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree 

Oh---- sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble,  

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree 
 

+ The third candle is extinguished. + 
 

Fourth Reading: John 19:1-16 (Jesus is mocked, condemned, and crucified) 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns 

and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to 

him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again 

and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case 

against him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate 

said to them, “Here is the man!” When the chief priests and the police saw him, they 

shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify 

him; I find no case against him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according 

to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.” Now when 

Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again and 

asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said 

to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release 

you, and power to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over me 

unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you 

is guilty of a greater sin.”  From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, 

“If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a 

king sets himself against the emperor.” When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus 

outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew 

Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. 

He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!”  They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! 

Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, 

“We have no king but the emperor.” Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus; 
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Response 

They divide my garments among them; for my clothing, they cast lots. 

But you, O LORD, be not far away; O my help, hasten to my aid. 

Deliver me from the sword, my life from the power of the dog. 

Save me from the lion’s mouth! From the horns of wild bulls you have 

rescued me. 

I will declare your name to my people;  

in the midst of the assembly I will praise you. 
 

HYMN   “Beneath The Cross Of Jesus”  www. Hymnary.orgLBW1978 

 

 

 

 
 

I take, O Cross, your shadow, for my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of His face; 

Content to let the world go by to know, no gain nor loss, 

My sinful self, my only shame, my glory – all, the cross.  

 
https://hymnary.org/hymn/ELW2006/338+   

 

The fourth candle is extinguished  + 
 

 



Fifth Reading: John 19:16b-25 (Jesus is nailed to the cross) 

Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus; and carrying the 

cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is 

called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, 

with Jesus between them.  Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It 

read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, 

because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in 

Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not 

write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, 

“What I have written I have written.”  When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his 

clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; 

now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one 

another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill 

what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing 

they cast lots.” And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross of 

Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene. 
 

Response 

You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. Stand in awe of 

the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 

For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is 

the LORD’s face hidden from them; but when they cry out, the LORD hears 

them. 

From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the sight of 

those who fear the LORD. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, let those who seek the LORD give 

praise! May your hearts live forever! 

 

HYMN     “The Old Rugged Cross”   © 1912 George Bennard. 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, the emblem of suffering and shame; 

and I love that old cross where the Dearest and Best,  

for a world of lost sinners was slain. 
 

Chorus: So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it someday for a crown. 
 

In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, a wondrous beauty I see; 

For ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, 

To pardon and sanctify me. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.16b-25


Chorus: So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it someday for a crown. 
 

https://gccsatx.com/hymns/the-old-rugged-cross/ 

 

+  The fifth candle is extinguished  + 

Sixth Reading: John 19:25b-30 (The witnesses at the cross; Jesus’ death) 
 And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his 

mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When 

Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his 

mother, “Woman, here is your son.”  Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” 

And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. After this, when Jesus knew 

that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full 

of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of 

hyssop and held it to his mouth.  When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is 

finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 

Response 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all the families of 

nations shall bow before God. 

For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations. 

Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the 

LORD. 
 

HYMN      “Were You there?”   

 

                             Were you there when they laid him in the tomb 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb 

Oh---- sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble,  

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb 
 

Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb… 

Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb… 

Oh---- sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble,  

Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb… 
 

+  The sixth candle is extinguished  + 
 

 

 

https://i0.wp.com/danielflucke.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/IMG_4805.jpg
https://i0.wp.com/danielflucke.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/IMG_4805.jpg
https://i0.wp.com/danielflucke.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/IMG_4805.jpg
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.25b-30
https://www.definitions.net/definition/there
https://www.definitions.net/definition/there
https://www.definitions.net/definition/sometimes
https://www.definitions.net/definition/causes
https://www.definitions.net/definition/there
https://www.definitions.net/definition/sometimes
https://www.definitions.net/definition/causes


Seventh Reading: John 19:31-42 (The soldiers pierce Jesus’ side; his burial) 

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross 

during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So 

they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies 

removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who 

had been crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already 

dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a 

spear, and at once blood and water came out.  (He who saw this has testified so that you 

also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) These things 

occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be 

broken.”  And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom 

they have pierced.” After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, 

though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the 

body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his 

body.  Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture 

of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and 

wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the 

Jews.  Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden 

there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it was the 

Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 

Response 

Their descendants shall serve the LORD,  

whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 

They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying to them,  

“The LORD has acted!” 

 

HYMN      “Abide With Me”   

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide; 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 
 

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness; 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.31-42


Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies; 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

+  The seventh candle is extinguished  + 
 

PRAYERS 

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you and 

find peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace in the 

world and in the lives of all believers in Christs, and gladly acknowledge you as the one 

true God.  

Let us pray to the Lord; Lord, have mercy.  
4 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In your 

goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, 

freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation.  

Let us pray to the Lord; Lord, have mercy. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who 

have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those 

unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. 

Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of 

receiving your help in their need.  

Let us pray to the Lord; Lord, have mercy.  
 

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all who follow 

Jesus your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us united in 

the fellowship of love.  

Let us pray to the Lord; Lord, have mercy.  
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you became incarnate in the person of Jesus your Son, 

coming to dwell in our sinful world. Gather into the light of Jesus Christ all those who 

long unknowingly to know your love. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us 

more faithful witnesses of the love made known to us. Let us pray to the Lord;  

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen.  
 

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Whispered) 

 



As we depart in silence, all are invited to reflect on the love of God shown in Jesus Christ, 

humbled himself to death for our sake. May the Holy Spirit guide your reflection and draw 

you ever closer to our crucified and risen Lord. Go in peace. 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE US 

Rev. Todd Hoeffs, Pastor + Mrs. Mayumi Munoz, musician + Mr. Paul Wach, lay reader 

Mrs. Carole Pink, choir leader + The Choir + Ushers + 

Seminary Fieldworkers Vijay Samuel & Noel Richards 

 

FESTIVE EASTER COMMUNION Sunday @ 10 AM, breakfast to follow! 

 ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 


